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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE.

When we introduced in -our College at the
beginning of this academic year the Nyaya-
Vaiseshika as one of the special subjects of study
for ths Honours and the Post Graduate Courses
in Sanskrit, we felt the need for placing before our
students a good edition of Vaiseshikadarsana
The editions that were published years ago with
Upaskara of Sankaramisra were either out of
stock or too old to handle.

In the course of our search for a good edition,
we came across the Vaiseshikadarsana published
in the journal of Sri Venkatesvara Research
Institute with a critical and lucid commentary
called Vaiseshika Rasayana written by Sri Uttamur
Viraraghavacharya, the Retired Professor of
Nyaya of Sri Venkatesvara Oriental College. A
fuller study of this commentary made us feel that
the publication of the same would be a very useful
and welce ne addition to the Nyaya-Vaiseshika
Iiterature itself The learned commentator has
made a critical study of all the commentarics, the
Bhashya of Prasastapada. Sridhara’s Kandaly,




n

Vyomasivacharya’s Vyomavatj, Udayana's Kira-
Mavali ang g Sankarabhagavatpada's Sutra-
bhashy, and other works where Vaiseshikadarsana
has been referred to, pys found out the old and

s of some sutras, suggested
Suitable emendations j others, and also unearthed
Parts of cergyjp Sutras,

Prasastapada‘s W
is not, in fact, a ¢y
as Nyayabhashya is

ork, though called a Bhashya,
0se commenlary on the sutras
on Nyayadarsana, Owing to
varioug Teasons, the traditiona] interpretations of
Kanada-sutras were lost, the chyef feasons among
them being (a) that the Vedantins had looked down
UPon Kanada a4 Sishta-apargropar, (b) that the
Jain angd Buddhistic Togicians haqd attacked the
views of Kanada and  (c) that the syncretic
school of Nyaya absorbed ajj the essentials from
Kanada and left jt mere residuary, Sankaramxsra,
the author of Upaskara admits (hat he was not
having any sutra-commentary before him to help
him in hjg task and therefore
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“There are some roguish dull-heads who declare
this Vaiseshika-sastra as wsipid, useless, dreary
hike the ocean, devoid of the pramanas, sabda
and wpamana and enmeshed m describing the
steps 1n the formation of binary etc, and they
should be pitied *

It may be gathered from these references that
the Vaiseshikadarsana suffered all these years
for want of a good commentary, a Rasayana,
a palatable tonic which would revive, tone up
and raise the Vaiseslukadarsana to the position
it deserves Sm Uttamur Viraraghavacharya,
who 18 a scholar of the first order and who was
teaching Vaiseshika and Nyaya for over 30 years
has wntten this commentary 1n an admirable
manner, the ment of which can be vnderstood
by sympathetic sahridayes  We felt that this
commentary should be published so that
students and scholars might be benefited It was
also our aim that this edition should be presented
10 Sr1 Acharya as an Abhinandana-Grantha and a
Vidvat-Sambhavana.  This 1s one of the ways by
wich one can express therespect for and apprecia-
tion of scholarship acquired by dint of hard work
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But the Publication of works of this '”3‘
cannot he considered ¢ a proﬁt-making propost-
i €, we haye approached some of our

Wi -

V.8, VENKATX RAGHAVKCHKRYA,
v. RAJAGOPAL!N,
K, SUBRAHMANYAMV



AN INTRODUCTION TO KANADA

How long has this world been in existence!
‘ow many human beings have lived therein!
treams and streams of men and women have
ppeared on the sucface of the globe, lived their
pan of life and have totally gone into the limbo
)f oblivion. The age of the earth or the years
»f human existence, if calculated, will make one
‘eel that a fairly long period must have elapsed in
{he history of the human race. But only a few
have been disturbed by the mystery of this world
and only fewer still have tried to understand and
wnravel the secret and truth of this world.
Thinking men of all 1ands, not of this time or
that clime, secing the diverse phenomena in the
world with their multiple forms and characte-
ristics, posed certain problems before them and
endeavoured to solve them. Thus rose a good
number of philosophers in Greece and India.
And these philosophers, though speculative,
tried to explain the problems according to their
own light-

Philosophy, as it denotes, is mainly the
knowledge - the knowledge of the causes and the
laws of all phenomena. Jt also means the
system, 2 particular branch of knowledge which
makes us understand the process of causes and
laws. The Sanskrit word for philosophy is
Darsana, which is derived from the root Drs’™
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The system is designated so because it is based o8
close observation or 1t reveals the truth.! TLE
the primary duty of alt darsauas that they should
explain three pomts. (1) The opEcTs—the wot‘:d
and the things that are present. How did]
this world come into existence ? What are 18
component parts? Did it exist before 7 Will £
remain for ever 2 If not, what will happes t¢ _!t'3
(2) The suBlECT—the knower who recognises
himself by the ‘I’. Who is this 1" ? Has he got3
separate existence ? fs he different from this
material world? What 1s hus true nature ? What 18
his destiny? Has he had existence before or will
he live beyond the present? What should he do if
e desires to better lus hfe 7 (3) The relation that

exists between the subject ‘1’ within and the
objects without.

An attempt to answer these questions has
led to the growth of a number of systems or
Darsanas.  Ancient Greece, a fertile land of
speculation, 1t 1s said, has given birth to not less
than thirteen systems begimning from -Iome to
the neo-Platonism. In India too we have systems
numbering about twenty. Charvaka, Bauddha,
Jana, Ramanwja, Madhva, Nakulisa—Pasuvpata,
Saiva, Pratyabyna, Rasesvara, Vaiseshika,
Gautama, Jaimint, Paniai, Sankhya, Patanjali and

? e enieinaaa: s, o . Randsls P, 178
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,Sankara are the sixteen systems that Madhava
explains in his Sarvadarsanasangraba. These
systems can be grouped broadly into two classes—
astika and nastika darsanas. The words themselves
signify the basis for sucha classification. Those
systems that affirm the authority of the Vedas are
called astika-darsanas while those that negate or
repudiate this authority are called nastika-dar-
sanas. This classification does not depend upon
the nature of their conclusions concerning the
positive or negative aspect of the Supreme Reality.
Thus Charvaka, Bauddha and Jaina systems will
.come under nastika as they do not accept the
authority of the Vedas and the rest come under
astika. .

Of these thirteen systems which come under
the group astika, six became more prominent
than others. They are :—Kapila’s Sankhya, Patan-
jali's Yoga, Kanada’s Vaiseshika, Gautama’s
Nyaya. Jaimini’s Purvamimamsa and Badara-
yana'’s Uttara Mimamsa or Vedanta. Though
each of these systems has developed its own
episteinology, ontology, ethical and moral
principles, the ultimate goal of life ctc., still they
have certain things in common that bind them
together as complementary to one another In
*fact the rivers of knowledge spring from the
mountains of scers and occasionally they run
along on parallel fines, commingle and merge at
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Certain points, again branch off at a different
Point and finally reach the ocezn of Supreme
knowledge.

It is accepted on a)
the cause of bondage and
the cause of liberation ap, I
as a person Imagines that there js 5 snake in his
foom he shudders (o enter,but when light is thrown,
he realises thag itis only 4 TOpe and then ail the

hands tha¢ ignorance is
fear, and knowledge 15
d fearlessnegs, So long

s have accepted the Vedas as
the source of knowleg, €. Eve,
i € as nastiky.

1mony as ap indepen-
Vedas ip support of

s this acceptance of the Vedas as the
scriptural authority that hag
3

i made those systems
survive even today,

These Systemg have j,
the philosophical terms. Ty,
of the sqy, Except the

common aimest a1

€Y accept the existence

Mimamsakas all others

dissolutioy of this cosmic
world. I COUrSE of time as the Vedanty System
attained Breat prom Nence, ap)

el these Vaidika
Istanding £y Y the system
defending it from the
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snstaughts of the avaidika systems. It was the
Nyaya and Vaiseshika systems that served as the
first defence line putting an end to illogical
arguments advanced by others. Mimamsa helped
in interpreting the Upanishadic statements. Yoga
presented a detailed course of discipline for reali-
sation of the soul and the attainment of jnana—
the truth of Vedanta which to a certain extent re~
mained till then only a matter of mere speculation.
The basic principles of the Sankhya system such
as prakriti, bhuta, indriyas etc, have been
absorbed in the Vedanta and the structure of
Vedanta, it may be said, was built in a way on the
foundation of the Sankhya system. The popular
saying - Kanada and Paniniya are helpful in the
study of all sastras is more so in the case of the
study of Vedanta. Here Kanada includes Nyaya
also. Therefore no student of Indian philosophy
can think that his study is full and complete with-
out a study of Kanada.

Of the sage Kanada, his personal character,
history and the times in which he lived, nothing
definite is known. As indicated by Prasastapada
and Trikandasesha, Kanada’s patronymic name
is Kasyapa while his real name is Kanada,

However, tradition, with a view to making
some sense out of this word Kanada, has wovena
story and connected it with the sage. It tells us that
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Kanada is only a nickpame since the sage e
the mode of Jif of a dove and hwed on i
particles  collecieq from the gireers2 This
story js to pe discounteg though given by 1B
commentator, Sridhary himself, for the following

redsons. Not only giq Kanada but almos all the
sages lived only on

h
corn they collected from the

in ancient days. Nor Prar
referred to the sage by the
mangala slokg or in his con-
© Pays his respecys 1o him. He

im by the Name Kasyapa
gain 1t must be
of Kiranavali, a

iar names of Sages in Upani-
ally derjveq in fanciful
some &ammarians who

tvatis SR - sop g Need pgp have any|
derivatiye Meaning, The 55

2 Me word Kanada in
R 1 g LT ——
T wrerhfig gm)

€
There are also

3firza: S
¥ O Preagry, R, 31 wag
3 ﬁmﬁa}q- KandzIxP.2.
'ﬁwfa:-ifm, Lot

RAtsafy, Prasas:apada. P, 200,
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he hands of a person like Yaska would have
oeen derived in as many ways as possible.

Some western critics too have explaised the
word Kanada in a manner neither sound nor con-
vincing., To them Kanada means an atom-eater,
It is not clear how this meaning is helpful ; for
Kanada did not live on atoms but only expouudcd
the theory of atoms.

Kanada was also known by the name Uluka.
Kanada propitiated Lord Paramesvara by his con-
templation and good austerities and Isvara who
appeared before him in the form of an owl(uluka)
instructed him. This darsana is, therefore, called
Aulukya. There is also a different account given
for the same name by Ui' who quotes the
statement of one Kwhei-cr: “About the end of
the time of creation when the age of creatures
was immeasurable, a teacher camerto the world,
He was named Ulvka. Uluka means an owl.
In the day time be medstated in the dense forest
secluding himself from worldly affairs and at
night when people went to rest, he wandered
about for food. This mode of living was very
similar to that of an owl, so that he got the name
Uluka.”

P 5. ‘Vaseshiha Philosophy according to Dasapadartha

Sastra’ by H, UL Professor i the Sotoshu College,
Tokyo .
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The systcm of Kanadais known by the name
seems to have
explamed this \vord As the Nyayadarsapa is
based upon the word Nyaya, the Vaiseshika is
based upon Visesha. Following the old tradition,
Kwhei-c1 and Cit-San, two Chinese Buddhists
say that Kanada's work was known by the
name Vaiseshika because 1t was Visesha - supe-
sior to other systems especially the Sankbya®
Indian tradition connects this name with Visesha,
the doctrine of parucaiarity which is the charac-
teristic of eternal objects and which is, in fact, a
special feature of the science of Kanada. May be
the sage christened his science by the name Vaise-
shika the word itself being the variation of
Visesha.

Madhava, the author of Sarvadarsana-
sangraha explains the name in a different way.
“The individual who bas unfailing capacity to+
grasp fully the duality, the mode of paks and
the disjunction caused by disjunction is a Vaise-
shika” It may appear that these three points are
ery difficult to understand and 1n fact they are
the pith and core of the science which gets its
name thus. Max Muller however, makes the
following observation : ** It may be that the name
of Vaiseshika was given to Kanada’s philosophy
from the differences, or Viseshas which he esta-
fuLp. 41
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blishes between substances, quahties and actions
or it may be from Visesha the name of the mndr-
vidual things, applicable therefore to atoms ™ ®

The exact date of Kanada s not known. But
as there 1s no reference m his works to either the
Bauddha or the Jan doctnnes it may be presu-
med that he was antenior to Buddha though there
1s occastonal reference to Sankhya wviews, As
Kanada has not accepted the ndepehdent
vahdity of the Vedas, it 1s believed, that it was
Kanada who gave rise to antt-Vedic movement
hke Buddhism.

Badarayana mentions Vaiseshika’s views n
fus Brahma Sutra and refutes them The Jan’s
classification of astikayas and their atomic theory
owe .hietr origin to Vasseshika

¢ Asvaghosha states i s Sutralankara
“Before Buddha came to the world, all creatures
were so uncultivated and blind to truth they
looked upon the Vaiseshika sutra as the best " *
It will be gathered from these references that
Kanada was anterior *to Buddha

Those who accept this view sbil mamtamn
that the present text of Kanada's Vaisesukadar-
sana was redacted in 300 B C  “Smce Kautdya
{ Max Muller Six Systems of Indian Philosophy P 79

1 O joted by Ut from the French Transtation of Sutrafankara
by Edouard Huber
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does mot refer to Vaiseshika under Anvikshiki’
it is said that the system was formulated later
than 300 B.C. Kanada’s sutras seem to ‘have
received additions from time to time. Some
of the sutras now found in his treatise were not
commented on’by the <choliast Prasastapada,
which indicates that, at the time the latfer com-
mented on the Sutras, they were not included in
it’® *In fact Kautilya uses the word yoga to
mean Vaiseshika and Vatsyayana also explains
the word in the sa ne sense in his Bhashya.” Pra.
sastapada does not closely follow the Sutrapatha.
He has not commented upon 48 sutras. His was
only a restatement of the substance of the sutras,
making his work an independent treatise mther
than a commentary. He did not gjve the wub-
stance of those 48 sutras not because they vere
not existing at his time but because he dies
not attach perhaps much importance to ther.
Prasastapada calis his book only a sangraha.

The theory of redaction rather rests on
slippery grounds and it deserves careful examina
tion by scholars. In ancient days the texts were
handed over by the Gur to his disciple whict
goes by the name Sampradaya (as the word itse]

3 Sir S. Radhakrishnan’s Indian Philosophy. P 179
? Vide MM, Kuop i Sastri's T di

P Xvin
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connotes) and 1t was not possible to meddle with
the text so eassly In fact, we do not have such
anonymous meddling m the case of Panun sutras
and there is no strong reason to suspect such
meddhng n the case of Vaiseshika also
In this conpection three more pomts may be
considered There are some scholars who consider
that (a) “Kanada mentioned only three categories,
(b) Prasastapada added three more and still later
(¢} the category of non-existence (abhava) was
mtroduced ** And i support of the first and
second pomnts, they quote the Sutra “Arthaiti
dravyagunakarmasu’ (8 1 3) and say that the sutra
“ Dharmavisesha etc,’ {1 1 4) 1s a later addition
A study of Kiranavah will mdicate that i this
Sutra () 1 3) Kanada makes the word Artha as a
Paribhasinka or a techmcal word for hus own use
as Panimi* used the words vriddhi and guna
Udayana says *“The word Artha without any
preceding word means only the three. (viz) dravya,
guna and karma and not the other categonies This
1s the sanketc of Vauwseshikas for reference 1
their sastras even as samyama means the three,
Dbarana, Dhyana and Samadhi 1n yogasastra
S § Radh s Indian Philosophy P 180
* [a] Frendriven = WM TRt et O o
WERA g QU ATAATIE | T T GRWRH
waeE OFT ga g WOETEY \ Kiranavah P 142
[b] 2l saomf awsTy  awERTEEd, aET
¥ gafymgs <0 Prasastapada P 17
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If the same word artha is preceded by padi,
then the phrase will mean the six categories. That
this idea is indicated in the sutra * Dharma visesha
etc,” can be noted 1f this sutra is read along with
Udayana’s gloss, That the category Abhava was
a later introduction has no supporting evidence ;
Kanada mentioned only six categories in the
Uddesa prakarana because Bhava-padarthas can be
explained first and Abhkava required the presup-
position of knowledge of Bhava - gadartha.
Though Abhava was not mentioned in uddesa,
still it is explained by Kanada with all its four
divisions in the 9th chapter.®

The systematic exposition of the Vaiseshika k
Philosophy is to be found in Kanada’s Vaiseshika
darsana which is divided into ten chapters. Each
chapter is further divided into two Ahnikas or
daily lectures. Kanada expounded his philosophy
chiefly to his disciples daily and what he taught
in a day has been compressed and written in his
own words in Sutra form, perhaps by his disciples,
even as Manusmrit was put into the form of a

1 [a] swerg et goe Aige. ) SRR
T 4 g e SRt aeran-
srgamE:, TERA TR ataT fraata-
SO Kiranaval P, 32 39,

[b] »nyeem qaEst: wATCERIRL @ AR Kandali P 7
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work by Bhrigu.*® This also accounts for the
absence of compactness and clarity in the Vaise-
shika Sutras often remarked by Udayana by such
phraces as ‘asara’ and *Vaisadya.abhava.'

Kanada accepts the vmverse as real and
makes an analysis of objects The six categories
are only the six modes of observations and of the
explanation of the objects Kanada rather reduces
the world of limtless variety to six or seven
calegorics The bewilderng diversity has been
reduced to simple substances, and the veil of
mystery has been hfted once for all and this
enables one to attain the knowledge of padartha
which further leads to moksha®

The term padartha means what is signified
by a word; Padarthas are seven in number:
dravya - substance, guna-quality, karma.activity,
saman)a - geaerahty, visesha - particularaty, sama-
vaya -inherence and abhava -non -existence Sub-
stance is meontioned  first because all the other
categories are related to it There are nine sub.
stances, earth, water, hght, air, alasa, tme,
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space, soul and mind. Of these nine substancés
earth, water, light and air can remain both in
gross and subtle form. The subtle form is called
paramanu.  Mind is subtle. Akasa, kala, dik
and soul are vibhus - all pervading. .

Kanada can well be called the father of atomist*
The objects in the world arc made up of partS.
Those parts again consist of further parts, and if
we go on further dividing the parts, Kanada say$
there must be the smallest thing that prevents US
from further division. He calls st anu or pard-
manu. The atom 1s described to be one sixth
part of 2 mote seen in the sunbeam and visible
only to yogins. Every object in the world is only
the combinatian of atoms. When the warld s ta be
created, there is movement caused 1n the atoMs
owing to the wilt of God and two atoms join $0-
getherand three such paire combine together 10
form a tryanuka and thus we find the grosser mole-
cules. Some scholars hold the view that Kanada's
atomism has its ongin in Greck atomism of
Leuaippus and Democritus A close and careful
study of these two thecries wiil show that neitfier
of them was a borrower  The Greeh philoso-
phiers were not able to explan the first motion ©f
atoms though Lpicurus explained 1t later.

Kanada says that the tnitial motion gn the
uer e Cuzte the adrshta of souls. What Afax
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Mauller says in this connection is worth quoting.
“It seems to me that until it can be proved histori-
cally that Greeks could freely converse with
Indians in Greek or in Sanskrit on metaphysical
subjetts or vice versa, or until technical and
philosophical terms can be discovered in Sanskrit
of Greek or in Greek of Sanskrit origin, it will be
best to accept facts and to regard both Greek and
Indian philosophy as products ofithe intellectual
soil of India and of Greece.” **

“1t is, no doubt, very tempting to ascribe a
Greek origin to Kanada's theory of atoms. But
supposing that the atomic theory had really been
borrowed from a Greek source, would it not be
strange that Kanada’s atoms are supposed never
to assume visible dimensions till there is a combi-
nation of three double atoms, neither the simple
nor the double atoms being supposed to be visible
by themselves. I do not remember anything like
this in Epicurean authors, and it secms to me to
give quite an independent character to Kanada’s
view of the nature of an atom.”*®  Since Kanada
was carlier than Buddha, the view that Kanada
has borrowed his atomic theory from Jains
is also to be dismissed-

M Max Muller: Induxa Philossphy P 26
¥ Max Maller: Indin Phiossphy P. 83
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The second of the padarthas is quality.
Kanada enumerates seventeen qualities and Pras-
tapada added seven to them. They are colour,
taste, smell, touch, number, dimension, individu-
ality, conjunction, disjunction, priority, poster-
fority, thought, pleasure, pain, desire, hate,
effort, heaviness, fluidity, viscidity, samskara,
dharria, adharma and sound.

The third of the padarthas is karma or
action which is fivefold. Action is a scparate
category because like quality it is not in substance
permanently.  Upward motion and downward
moveinent, contraction, expansion, and general
movement are the five types of actions. All
other actions should be classified under gamana,
the general movement.

The fourth of the padarthas s samanya - the
generalities.  When one sees, for instance, several
cows, one has an impression that they are cows-
The mpression 15 caused because there is
anuvitta buddh 1.e. a continuous 1dea of the
cow. There is something in all thesc cows which
creates the thought and that something is to be
called samanya - cowness or gotva [t is this
samanya that distinguishes a cow from other ani-
mals.  This samasya 1s eternal and all-pervasive.

The fifth catepory of Kanada is Visesha or
particalarity which resides in cternal substances
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hike atoms and akasa. An object can be diffe-
rentiated from other objects owing to its compo
nent parts Since atoms are without parts,
one atom 15 to be disinguished from the
other on account of 1ts Visesha or particularity
This particularity can be percewved only by yogns.

The sixth category 1s Samavaya or mherence-
the relation that exists between substance and
the quality, action, samanya and Visesha It 1s the
same relation that exists between cause and effect
It 1s rather an nseparable relationsip quite
different from Samyoga which 15 an accidental
conjunction

The seventh and the last padartha 15 Abkava
It 1s of four kinds Pragabhava or an antecedent
non existence 1s supposed to exist n the cause il
the effect 1s produced This has no beginning but
has an end Pradhvamsa Abhava or annihulative
non existence has a begmning but has no end
When a pot 15 broken there 1s pradhvamasa.
abhava which 1s eternal.

Atyanta-abhava or the total non<xistence 1s
the negation of things 1n all the three umes,
present, past or future. The instance is the
absence of smell wmn water Anmyonyabhava
or tecipracal non existence 1s mutual difference
as understood from the statement that a pot 15
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different from a cloth i.e, apot is nota cloth
oraclo his not a pot.

The above is onlya very brief outline of
Kanadas  Vaiseshika Philosophy. One may
describe lim as a mere cataloguing philosopher
‘*not see.ng things together.” However, credit must
be given to hum, for, 1t was Kanada who first
conceive d the idea of stoms and said that effect
can be produced by applying heat to them.
When ¢mpared with modern scientific advance-
mentin atomism, this may perhaps appear a
mere waldling:  But 1t must be remembered that
out of waddling come the firm steps. It must
also be noted that thoughts do not come from
one and the same head. No stop can be put to
the evolution of thought and 1t 15 not improbable
that the present day scientific knowledgs may
become untiquated and useless in a few years

Karada’s  Vaseshi\adarsana  has been
enniched by the commentanes of Prasastapada,
Sridhara and Udayana and a thorough study of
the entr ¢ literature on Vaiseshika s really a
tleasore 10 the mind and a profit to the ntelicct.

V.S V.
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